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14 nationalities are

among virus cases

B Ms Al Saleh with nurses at the screening and testing facility at Bahrain International Exhibition and Convention Centre, Sanabis

INDIVIDUALS from
as many as 14 nations
feature among the
active cases of the
Coronavirus Disease
(Covid-19) in
Bahrain, according to
the Health Ministry

Among the 37 expa-
triates listed on the web
page dedicated to the
virus are nine Indians,
eight Saudis, five Egyp-
tians, three Nepalese,
two British and Span-
ish nationals each and
one Thai, Iranian, Iraqi,
Greek, Moroccan, Oma-
ni, Algerian and Filipino
nationals each,

Of these, I8 people
have been discharged af-
ter completing treatment
at the isolation facilities

Among the 234 Bah-
rainis on the list, 110
cases are active, 120
have been discharged
and four citizens died.

As of 7pm last might, there were 228 ac-
tive Covid-19 cases in the kingdom
them in stable condition with three

Four people have died of the virus s
while 337 people have been discharged

Revealing details on the contact tracing
application, the ministry said more than
22 people contracted the virus directly or
from a person who attended a ma’atam in
Janusan.

The GDN reported last month that a
71-year-old Bahraini man (case 215) test-
ed positive afler he came in contact with
two individuals who arrived from Iran in
February.

After applying the contact tracing meth-
od, the ministry said that the 71-year-old
man visited Almosawi Eyve Centre in Bilad
Al Qadeem on March 3, attended a burial in
Hoora Cemetery on March 8 and attended
condolences in North Janusan Ma'atam on
March 9.

225 of

By RAJI UNNIKRISHNAN

Subsequently, a 61-year-old Indian man
(case 193), a worker at the clinic, contracted
the virus and as ma s 22 confirmed posi-
tive were reported including a toddler
and an cight-year-old girl.

One of the four Covid-19 deaths in Bah-
rain was a 78-year-old man from Janusan,
who attended the ma’atam

e more than 450 pe
have been released from quarantine after
g negative

Meanwhile, nurses working on the
frontline of ¢fforts 1o contain the spread
of Covid-19 were praised yesterday by
top health officials, during a field visit to
the Covid-19 treatment and quarantine
facilities

Health Minister Faega Al Saleh accom-

W Ms Al Saleh during her visit to SMC's Accident and Emergency department

panied by Under-Secretary Dr Waleed Al
Manea along with other officials visited the
nurses, ahead of World Health Day marked
on April 7.

“Nurses are the pillar of our healthcare
system and their dedication and devotion
with commitment, especially at the time of
the spread of the virus, is commendable,”
said Ms Al Saleh

Dr Al Manea also endorsed the outstand-
ing contributions made by nursing stafl
towards the national efforts in combating
Covid-19.

“They have played a pivotal role in lim-
iting the spread of this pandemic,” he said

The officials visited nurses at the screen-
ing and testing facility at Bahrain Interna-
tional Exhibition and Convention Centre in
Sanabis and Salmaniya Medical Complex’s
Accident and Emergency department.

raji@gdn.com.bh

Expats reassured
after quarantine
facility rumours

THERE has been no spread
of the Coronavirus Disease
(Covid-19) among expatriate
workers, the Health Ministry
aftirmed yesterday.

The reassurance came af-
ter videos went viral report-
edly showing expat work-
ers in the Sitra quarantine
facilities.

The clips claimed to high-
light the unhygienic condi-
tions and practices at the
facilities as a result of a large
number of people being
brought in.

It said the people already
there feared a further spread
of the virus within the facil-

ry dismissed the
claims and said the workers
were in proper isolation.

“There is no spread of the
virus among expat workers,
as is being propagated,” it
said on Twitter.

“The 47 migrant work-
ers who tested positive were
transferred to the isola-
tion and treatment facility
in Sitra.

“They were under precau-
tionary quarantine at their
residence in  co-ordination
with the company’s manage-
ment and they have not left
the area (Salmabad).

“Precautionary measures

were taken for all those who
were in contact with these
cases and laboratory ftests
were carried out to ensure
their safety.

“They are under observa-
tion, and it has been decided
to extend their stay in a pre-
cautionary quarantine for
two weeks.”

Meanwhile, informed
sources told the GDN that
hundreds of expat workers at
the Salmabad labour camp
were evacuated in the last
two days.

The GDN earlier reported
that the camp with almost
400 cleaning company work-
ers was quarantined after
two of them tested positive
for Covid-19 on March 6.

Closed

“The entire building re-
mained closed, while the la-
bourers were still living there
until two days ago.” said the
source. “There was no one
there except security and it is
not sure if the labour camp
has been fumigated yet.

“We hear that in the last
two days the men were taken
to Sitra.

“However, the shops
downstairs were fumigated
and will reopen once the au-
thorities give the order.”
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B The Parliament Bureau yesterday held a distance
meeting, chaired by Parliament Speaker Fouzia Zainal,
National and parfiamentary issues, including Bahrain'’s
efforts to contain Covid-19 pandemic, were reviewed.

/

B BDF Commander-in-Chief Marshal Shaikh Khalifa bin Ahmed

Al Khalifa yesterday met Supreme Council for Health president

Lieutenant General Dr Shaikh Mohammed bin Abdulla Al Khalifa and
praised the council for its efforts to enhance health services.
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MUNICIPAL facilitics across Bahrain, includ-
ing public parks, gardens and coasts have been
closed until further notice.

However, the decision taken by the country’s four
municipal bodies will not include walkways, excluding
the Southern Governorate, to allow people to exercise
while maintaining social distancing.

The Northern Municipal Council, the Southern Mu-
nicipal Council, the Muharraq Municipal Council and
the Capital Trustees Board have voted in favour of the
shutdown, during their separate meetings, as part of ef-
forts to combat the spread of Covid-19.

It comes as people have been told to stay at home,
businesses urged to impose work remotely and a ban
on public gatherings of more than five people imposed,

Anyone violating the ban will face punishments of
fines between BD1,000 and BD10,000, or no less than
three months in jail or both.

Southern Municipal Council chairman Bader Al
Tamimi said the closure in his governorate covers all
municipal facilities, including walkways.

“Walkways are not exempted in our governorate as
we believe they are of the same nature as parks,
dens and coasts,” he said. “Since there are no fencing,

By MOHAMMED AL A"ALI

people tend to break the rule and go for a walk or jog

“Basically, we don’t want people to gather in open
spaces because we don't want to end up with groups
that in reality are similar to a gathering of more than
five.”

Northern Municipal Council chairman Ahmed Al
Kooheji said even before the decision to enforce a clo-
sure the number of people visiting public places has
dropped.

“We don’t want municipal facilities to become a ha-
ven for youths who are bored and don’t want to sit at
home, which is why we have ordered these places 1o be
locked down,” he said

“Walkways are difficult to control since they are not
fenced and in normal circumstances are not visited by
large ;_.mlups of youth, so having them open for sports

chairwoman Aziza Ka-
¢ down municipal fa-

Board vie
sary to cl

mal said it

cilities hu..uhL they tend to attract large numbers of

people.
“Security personnel are present at parks and walk-

BAS denies
claims over
staff leave

RUMOURS circulating on social me-
dia that Bahrain Airport Services (BAS)
forced its employees to go on annual
leave amid the Covid-19 outbreak have
been strongly refuted.

The BAS management said the ru-
mours, which also claimed the company
forced employees to sign blank papers,
Were untrue.

“The company has provided all the
necessary precautionary measures for
all its employees during the Covid-19,"
said BAS in a statement

“BAS, whose commercial activity
goes back 42 years, has cared for i
human element throughout the decades,
especially the national cadre

“The company has created a special-
ised committee to manage disasters and
emergencies within efforts to monitor
compliance with measures in place by
official authorities.

“BAS, which is a national compa-
ny, hires around 3,000 employees and
cleaners at Bahrain International Airport
and precautionary plans are in place
to operate the airport during air traf-
fic stagnation to protect employees by
implementing normal contracts to en-
sure busincss continues without major
side-effects.”

The company also assured that em-
ployees were asked 1o clear their accu-
mulated leave days from previous years
without impacting their future holiday
allowance and urged the public to re-
ceive its information from official reli-
able sources.

Parks closed

ways and it is always with the coasts that we have
found difficulty, but now with the rule of law gather-
ings are disallowed,” she said.

“This is a temporary move to combat the spread of

the coronavirus and when things improve it will be
back to normal, so it is not like we are banning people
forever.”

The Muharraq Municipal Council’s legislative, ad-
ministrative and financial committee chairman Bassem
Al Majdami said people are not being prohibited from
performing light sports as claimed, but that they should
follow proper social distancing guidelines.

“The walkways at Arad Bay and Busaiteen Coast are
open for people to walk, jog and run - but there has to
be safe distance,” he said.

“It is all about the places that people socialise on
normal days which due to the current circumstances
1s impossible, as we work to curb the spread of the
disease.”

The decision from all four bodies has been referred
to Works, Municipalities Affairs and Urban Planning
Minister Essam Khalaf for immediate implementation.

mohammedia@,gdn.com.bh

B Fresh produce flown in from Europe

food  supplier Al

imported  near-

Bahrain’s food security.

The initiative, spearheaded by Team
Bahrain, was aimed at ensuring that
the global outbreak of the Coronavi-
rus Disease (Covid-19) did not affect

4,000kg food airlifted to Bahrain

BAHRAINI
Food Company
ly 4,000kg of fresh produce aboard
Gulf  Air’s flagship Boeing 787-9
Dreamliner.

Meanwhile, the national carrier in-
vited Bahraini food suppliers to utilise
its cargo operations, which are ded-
icated to ensuring a stable and safe
food supply chain.

‘Soup for the
Soul’ push by
businessman

BUSINESSMAN Radford Cox
has stepped up to offer a help-
ing hand to those most in need
amid the Covid-19 crisis.

The American, who owns
both the Big Texas Barbeque
and Waffle House and the Red
Plate restaurants, is donating
bowls of soup to those who
have lost their jobs or are strug-
gling financially due to the
pandemic.

The ‘Soup for the Soul’ ini
tiative, sponsored by Cox Lo-
gistics, witnessed culinary wiz-
ards concocting a trial run of 50
bowls in the Big Texas Kitchen.

Community

Beaming smiles and grate-
ful thanks greeted the delivery
team, who wore masks and
gloves to ensure the operation
was safc for all concerned

“About a week and a half
ago, we obviously had to close
down our two outlets except for
takeaway and home deliver-
ies,” said Mr Cox

“We found that we had a lot
of food that was perishable and
knew we had to do something
with it.

“1 wanted 1y to keep our
employees busy as | refuse to
advocate cutting any staff or
salaries at a time when they
need work the most.

“Not only that, but the com-
munity of Bahrain has alv
been so good to us and this is a
time of need for the country, so
I 'want to give something back.”

Mr Cox has mobilised his
team to dish up 200 bowls fo
times-a-week until the crisis
abates.

For the full report, visit
gdnonline.cam.

EWA hills move

THE Electricity and Water Au-
thority yesterday started shoul-
dering wtility bills for all sub-
scribers, including individuals
and commercial, from April 1,
covering three months.

In a message to subscribers,
the ministry said Bahrain’s
government will pay the bills
for April, May and June this
year, including fixed adminis-
trative fees and municipal fees,
which should not exceed the
amount of the bills for the same
months of 2019.

The move was part of a gov-
emment  economic  stimulus
package worth BD4.3 billion 1o
offset the financial impacts of
the coronavirus pandemic.
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